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To whom it may concern:

The Federal Government has no business regUlating private television stations. The Children's Television Act
and all other efforts of state censorship amount to Orwellian thought control and should not be part of
American society. Our nation was intended to be a land of liberty, not the socialistic welfare state it has become;
with this in mind, media should simply not be controlled in any way by the government -- regardless of good
intentions. Quality children's programming should be provided voluntarily by the private sector. The market exists
and will be sought out naturally.

Overall, I am angry and appalled at the current regime in Washington under which we must live. It is time to
return to the philosophy of freedom as put forth by tha Founding Fathers more than two centuries ago.

Sincerely.

Eric Stetson
<estetson@ix.netcom.com~·
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Hello,
I recently read about the programming for children's television. Television has been an influential medium, through
such shows as Sesame Street, children learn about racial diversity and acceptance of others. It is time to make
shows that deal with people of differing sexual orientations. In the same way that television shows from the past
were racist because they did not represent non-white people, today almost all shows are heterosexist and
homophobic because they do not represent Gays, lesbians and bisexuals, or if they do. it is in a negative way. If a
show came out today that represented, say, a Black l'amily in a negative way, it would be pulled off the air and
called racist. In the same vein, shows that ignore differing sexual orientations, or only show them in a negative
way, are homophobic and heterosexist. It is important that the children of today learn to accept others not only on
the basis of their skin color, physical ability/disability, religion and culture. but also on their sexual orientation. It is
the responsibility of media representatives to bring lhese justices to light. Please support the children of today, to
make a better U.S. of tomorrow
Thank you,
Joanna Friesner
UC Berkeley
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Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
1919 M. St., NW
Washington, DC

Dear Sirs:
...

In response to your request for parents' tdtftK10il ..<;..h}ldJ;e,n's shows,
I would like to see more shows that present situatl0n~~~at

children face in school, in the home and in the community--not the
comedy sitcoms you see on TV today.

A good example of a show is "Puzzle Place" on educational television.
The puppet characters represent children of all races who live in
the same community and get :m situ,aJi.ops that all children do--
i. e., there was an episode on one~d~acial background, Indian,
and it showed the Sioux indian customs.

In fact, a good show would present a wider world view--be educational,
as well as entertaining. The children themselves would tell you
that they look forward to shows such as "Puzzle Place" because the
characters mirror themselves with the same fears, questions and
dreams.

I realize that the commercial TV programs such as VR Troopers and
Power Rangers were very popular with the children--but what kind
of message did it relay? Do we want children to mimic the violence
that they see the heroes portray? Our society is becoming so
violent and insensitive that we need to get back to the basic
values that make human beings capable of helping others, knowing
right from wrong and hard work over fast, easy money. Sadly, the
shows that seem to do well are not appropriate for children--they
don't need to be mini-adults.

As you can(H~K~' I don't like much of what I see on TV and it
mirrors ~~society. There is a lot of sex, violence and brash
insensitivity. If the future generation spends a lot of time seeing
that on television, no wonder we hear about that in the news all
over our country.

Get back to basics and it doesn't have to be boring or blah--it can
be entertaining and have a worthwhile moral lesson. If its done
well--it would even be spiritually uplifting to the majority that
see it - -much like the movie "Cocoon" or "Back to the Future 1."
Where the good guys overcome the bad guys for a reason--and it
does'nt have to be a Christian world view type of reason--just a
basic one that all religions share.

Thank you for letting me share my views with you.
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From: Randl Holland and Dave Camp
Academy for FamIly TV
2500 NE 65th Av.
Vancouver, Wa. 98661

To: All Who Are Concerned j~bout Vl0iX)CKE1ArEc5pYO~tlii

September 15, 1995

qTo hell with klas - that must be the motto of the new tall
TV season .... As a Wall Street Journal news story put it in a
recent headline. /It's 8 p.~. Your KIds Are Watching Sex on
TV." ... Vulgarity rules in prime tlme ... Say goodbye to the
"family hour". (US News, 9/11, 95). If that makes you
worry ... if it makes you angry ... please read on.

Through October 16, 1995, the FCC is aSKing for public
comment on how broadcasters can best fulfill the Children's
Television Act. (See US News and Worle Report, Sept. 11.
1995, pp.62-70.) This is a rare opportunity to maKe our
views heard to those who have the power to cause change.

Talking among ourselves is a waste of energy and worry: maKe
your voice heard. and enco~rage others to do the same.
Please distribute copies of this letter (or your own
version), and gather as many signatures as you are able to
betore OCTOBER 10. Send the letters ana signatures to:

Federal CommunicatIons CommIssion
Office of the Secretary
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Or send E-mail to: kidstvQfcc.gov

Indicate MM Docket 93-48 a~ the top of the fIrst page.

Try methods like a pyramIa scheme: get signatures from whole
groups (church, Rotary, schools. sports groups. PED, Elks.
ouslness groups, Bar and medical associations. etc.), ana
asK signers to get more~~~tures. Consiaer your local
newspapers, raalo stations. and TV media. The FCC should oe
flooded with letters from al lover the nation. A11 letters
ane E-maIl must be re~elved by the FCC by Oct. 16. 1995.
There is no time to waste! No one can De expected to
respond to our concerns if we ao not voice them to those who
can address them. Act quickly and efficiently - go to
groups if it~s faster than going door to door.

THANK YOU tor acting upon your convictions.
No. of. CQMs rec'd 0
List ABODE



By signing this letter of petition, I exprMa my profound concern over the effects of
television violence, sex, -.:t wlgarity. Iask the FCC to..a very strong stand in turning
back the tide of destructive influences that are flooding American homes and minds.
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Fede~al Communications Commission
Office of the Sec~eta~y

1919 M Street NW
Washington. DC 20554
E-ma H k Idst vQfcc. gCIV

September 14. 1995

The FCCes ~equest for public comment shows an understanding
of the worry Americans feel about a genuinely
life-threatening cancer in American society - violence in
the media.

Is there another issue you can name that has captured the
attention of so many citizens? Is there another crisis
sho~t of war that could have driven so many groups to take a
stand? Scan this partial lIst of national organizations
that have publicly stated their support for a reductIon In
violence and vulgarity on TV:

The American Medical Association
The AIDer i can Medi ca 1 ld 1 i ance
The Amer 1can AC~.demy clf Pedi atr Ics
The American Psychological Association
The American PsychiatrIc AssocIation
The Academy of Child and Adolescent PsychiatrIsts
The American Nurses Association
The American Academy of NursIng
The National PTA
The National School Boards Association
The American AssociatIon for School AdmInistrators
The National Sheriffs Association
The National Child Care Association
The Nat i ona 1 Assoc i a ti. on of Soc 1a 1 Workers
The National Council of Churches
The National Assoc. for Family and Community Education
The American Family Association
The Foundation to Improve TV
Al Ilance Against VIolence In Entertainment for Children
Canada~s Association for MedIa Literacy
Pope John Paul II

There is an infinitely longer list of outraged state ana
local agencies.

If this we~e a false alarm - if there were serious doubt
that the medIa's vIolence and prurience are nurturing a
frIghteningly violent society - then perhaps the FCC and the
media could delay action in gooo conscience. But study



after studY. crIminal InvestigatIon aftec ccImlnal
investigation. and mucdec aftec senseless mucder confIrms
for all of us that we are on a vecy dangecous path. Mucdecs
and beatIngs are dally fare;: and often the cause is a
vIolent reaction to mundane problem.

Are medIa executIves and shareholders wil ling to live In
suburbs lIke those In South AfrIca. surrounded by hIgh wal Is
topped with concertina wIre, In order to make the extra
dol lars that violent shows generate? Are they and we
wil ling to see our political and social systems fall.
because our citizenry believes more In violent responses
than in our political and judicial systems?

It is said that thece 15 even honoe among thieves. Sucely
there is enough honor In the media inaustry to foem
agreements to promote the n,atlon"s weI face and cetealn team
encouraging basic violent instIncts.

We are wrIting on behalf of the ACademy for FamIly TV and
the countless citizens who share our deep concern. We are a
civilized. moderate community of legislators. professIonals
In medIcIne and law. educators and businessmen. pacents. and
proactIve citIzens. There Is not a fanatic among us. Yet
we are angry ... having to control the impulses that TV.
movies. and rap would encourage us to unleash.

It is past time to st~engthen the Chlldrens' TelevisIon Act.
It 15 past the tIme when defInIng a gIven percentage of the
televisIon day as children/s time is enough. TV is
profoundly affectIng the thoughts and habIts not only of
smal 1 children. but of adolescents. young adults, ana mature
adults - al 1 of whom show increasing hostility. bitterness.
lack of faith in the nation, and violence toward humanity.
Even those of us who abhor unnecessary intrusion by the
federal government have reached the end of our patience.

The FCC must obtaIn a commitment by the TV Industry to
greatly reduce the vIolence. vulgarIty, and prurience oelng
broadcast, and hold all stations to it; or the FCC must
introduce legislation to force the issue.

The future of our chIldr
depends upon it.

~e2,~u/M 0 U
Rand I Ho~a ld amp
Academy for Family Televislon
2500 NE 65th Av
Vancouver, Wa. 98661

eo the future of our nation-


